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The 
Skyline 
Diet
Students on path 
to health crisis, 
survey indicates
By Kalo Otuafi, Patty Banks & Emmett O’Brien

 

“Hot Cheetos” is a com-
mon response you’d 
get if you asked a Sky-

line student what they had for 
breakfast. Just take one look in an 
average Skyline trash can, and you 
will see a litter of candy wrappers, 
chips bags, and soda or juice bot-
tles.  

That got us thinking—what 
does the average Skyline student 
really consume on a daily basis? 
How bad is it? Our staff did some 
investigation to see what students 
put in their bodies each day. The 
following interviews are a random 
sample of 10 real reports after ask-
ing 50 students what they had eat-
en so far that day (we asked during 
7th Period): 

Student #1 (Female, Sopho-
more): Popcorn, Airheads,Now-
And Laters.

Student #2 (Male, Junior): 
Munchies chips, Hot Fries, Her-
shey’s chocolate, Skittles, gummy 
worms.

Student #3 (Male, Freshman): 
Cookie, nachos, soda, donut. 

Student #4 (Female, Junior): 
Lucky Charms, bagel with butter, 
two clementines, nachos, donut. 

Student #5 (Female, Sopho-
more): Cinnamon Toast Crunch, 
M&Ms, Skittles, Starburst, Cheez-
Its, Hot Fries. 

 Student #6 (Male, Junior): 
Brownies, Hot Cheetos, soda, 
Cheez-Its, apple. 

Student #7 (Female, Sopho-
more): Lollipop, Hershey’s choco-
late, Hot Cheetos, Munchies chips.

 Student #8 (Female, Senior): 
Detox water, apple cider vinega, 
breakfast burrito.

Student #9 (Female, Junior): 
Quinoa 

Student #10 (Male, Sopho-
more): Limon Hot Cheetos, Munch-
ies chips, burrito, taco, milkshake, 
pizza, candy, cake, Tongan food 
(Lu, Tongan cake).       

 The results of these student 
surveys were shocking, even to stu-
dents who seemed de-sensitized to 
junk food. Although there seemed 
to be a trend that students tend to 

AC Transit Confirmed 
for Next School Year

Senior rejects 
$30K offer over 
Trump victory
By Sean Saechao

 

In November of 2016, Skyline 
senior Sam Balderas turned 
down a $30,000 offer from 

the U.S. Military that would 
have paid off her entire college 
tuition, and then some. The of-
fer would have payed her way 
through college, and given her 
extra pocket cash as well. She 
says she declined the offer be-

cause she cannot support a mili-
tary force that is being run by 
President Trump.

 Sam, a JROTC Senior veter-
an at Skyline, was given the of-
fer from her JROTC recruitment 
officer when she told him that 
she didn’t know what she want-
ed to do in the future. According 
to Sam, “I took the ASVAB test 
and I got a really high score, so 
I qualified for a lot of big jobs.” 
The ASVAB (Armed Services Vo-
cational Aptitude Battery) is a 
test given by the military to de-
termine how qualified a person 
is to enlist in the United States 

Protests, meetings 
pushed decision
By Sabrina Ramos 

 

After weeks of protest, peti-
tions, community meetings, and 
student voice and advocacy, AC 
Transit board members have de-
cided to postpone their decision 
on the supplementary bus con-
flict until next year, meaning these 
supplementary bus lines will con-
tinue to run for Skyline, Montera, 
and Community Day School until 
further notice. Skyline sophomore 
Noah Mitchell described this issue 
as, “a race against time.”

“What are we supposed to do? 
Transfer schools and let Skyline 
lose 75% of its students?” 

“It’s gonna become a school for 
rich kids, just the way it used to 
be.” 

“How am I supposed to get 
my education without a way to 
school?”

These were all commonly heard 
phrases and worries of Skyline stu-
dents the past few months, ever 
since news broke that the AC Tran-

sit bussing contract with OUSD 
was threatened to be cut. Although 
the decision was recently con-
firmed that AC Transit busing will 
in fact continue to Skyline next 
year, these fears continue to flow 
beyond Skyline hallways and into 
neighborhoods all over Oakland 
for following years to come. 

Earlier this school year, AC 
Transit posed the threat of termi-
nating 17 supplementary bus lines 
on January 9, 2017. In total, these 
52 buses run from all over the city 
of Oakland and transport students 
from all socioeconomic classes, 
ethnic backgrounds, cultures, and 
life experiences to the Oakland 
hills, where they experience learn-
ing in a way never before seen. Al-
most all students at Skyline (along 

Bike Team No Joke
Skyline’s riders 
now a force to be 
reckoned with
By Kevin Liu  

When two teachers start-
ed Skyline’s first-ever 
mountain biking club, 

they had no idea that it would turn 
into the force it is today. 

Yet, with tough practices ev-
ery Tuesday and Thursday rain or 
shine, a group of 15 mountain bik-
ers have overcome the odds and 
ranked very highly in various divi-
sions of the Norcal High School Cy-
cling League this year. The club is 
open to students from all walks of 
life, whether they are brand new to 
mountain biking or ready to race. 

Of the 15 members, only some 
race at meets, but all ride with the 
team at practice on local tracks, 
says co-coach  Mr. Beasley. He 
added that the club is particularly 
looking for more girls to join. 

Junior Noah Hayes has espe-
cially stood out this year as a com-
petitive Varsity Division contender. 
Varsity racers cover distances of 25 
miles per race, and are expected to 
finish in about an hour and a half. 
He has placed anywhere from 1st 

to 3rd place in multiple Varsity 
races, and even competed in the 

TO CONTINUE, SEE BIKE, ON PAGE 16

Titan rider tackles a mountain.

A Sip of 
Skyline’s Tea

By Sean Saechao and Destiny Williams

“I swear to god that 
roach didn’t come out 

of my backpack.” 
— Overheard in Mr. Burt’s class

“Did you notice all of 
our bus drivers look like 

humpty dumpty?”
— Overheard on the bus

“I ate my friend’s 
house yesterday and 

now I feel sick.” 
— Overheard in Mr. Drovin’s class

“It smell like dead racoon 
and booty in here.”

— Overheard in the 60 boys’ bathroom

“My boyfriend gave me 
a teddy bear for our 

anniversary yesterday but 
it smell like hella a**.”

— Overheard in Mr. Williams’ class  

“Senior year I’m not gon’ 
be doing no fighting.”

— Overheard in the 40 Building
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eat healthier as they got older (Ju-
niors and Seniors had less junk 
food in their daily diets), an over-
whelming majority of respondents 
had at least a few high-calorie, 
high-sugar, high-fructose, or high-
carb unhealthy snacks in their diet 
each day. Some students went the 
entire day without eating at all. 

The effects of these sugary 
foods being consumed by students 
each day are obvious to teachers. 

“It always amazed me that stu-
dents can eat Hot Cheetos in first 
or second period, first thing in the 
morning. I definitely notice the im-
pact of this type of diet—students 
get a sugar high and can’t focus, 
then crash and burn later in the 
day and are too sleepy to do any-
thing. I think their diet definitely 
contributes to their ability to focus 
and do well in school. Kids with a 
better quality diet can pay atten-
tion for longer,” said teacher Ms. 
Samimi.

There are a few reasons as to 
why many of the kids here do not 
get to eat an efficient breakfast 
with the vitamins and proteins a 
teenager needs to function, think, 
and behave properly during a long 
day at school. 

One of the reasons being how 
far some of them travel to come 
here, not having time to eat a sus-
tainable breakfast at home. An-
other being that many kids would 
rather not eat at all than eat the 
food OUSD provides. 

The lack of eating throughout 
the day makes students irritated 
and of course hungry, which drives 
students to unhealthy sources of 
food like buying the chips and can-
dy their friends are selling. 

“The candy and chips they eat 
for breakfast has to do with conve-

nience and is an item you can con-
sistently find available that tastes 
good,” said Mr. Davis. “However, 
they all know that that is against 
the rules because any food or drink 
sold on this campus must be autho-
rized by the head of the cafeteria.” 

Some students also buy and sell 
food in order to get entrepreneur-
ial experience. Sophomore Noah 
Mitchell said, “I think it’s cool that 
students can get the opportunity to 
gain experience on how to make 
and handle money.” 

There is no doubt that students 
who manage to consistently sell 
chips gain a large sum of money in 
a short amount of time. The vast 
majority of students interviewed 
had no problem with the selling of 
chips, and viewed it as a benefit to 
both the seller and the buyer. 

Any way you look at it, Skyline 
has become a “food desert”, which 
Senior student Reyna Reyes de-
fined as “an area that has far less 
access to affordable healthy foods 
and grocery stores that sell fruits, 
vegetables, and other nutritious 
foods.” 

So, even if a hypothetical Sky-
line student wanted to eat healthy, 
they probably wouldn’t be able to, 
because of the lack of healthy re-
sources that exist at or around Sky-
line. 

Unless students have parents 
who have the means and are will-
ing to go out of their way to make 
their children a comprehensive 
lunch from home, students are left 
with inadequate food choices once 
they get to school, which is impact-
ing their life not only from a health 
standpoint, but also from a focus 
and educational standpoint. 

 As far as solutions go, the 
Health Center (led by Ms. Sierra) 
has recently started to make an 
impact in the last month of school 
by delivering fresh fruit to classes 
once a week. 

“We wanted to make this hap-
pen to get Skyline students eating 
healthier. One in six Skyline stu-
dents are ‘food insecure’, or hun-
gry, on campus. So, this is a way 
everyone can access good food, 
and reduce stigma,” said Ms. Sier-
ra. “Oakland is a food desert — so 

most kids, if they’re eating, it’s Hot 
Cheetos or other chips. There’s no-
where up here you can get healthy 
snacks. This was a way to change 
that.”

This initiative has had a huge 
positive impact, which has been a 
pleasant surprise to many teachers 
and students. 

 “I was pleasantly surprised to 
see how popular the fruit delivery 
was with my students,” said Mr. 
Braggs. Teachers like Mr. Treacy 
agreed, saying, “Ours were all eat-
en within one day. I can tell it’s 
bringing students a good burst of 
afternoon energy!” Ms. Gomberg 
noted that, “The students were ex-
cited to get the delivery, and it was 
so nice to see students eating ap-
ples instead of hot chips.” 

Every single student we inter-
viewed also agreed on the benefits 
of the fruit delivery. “Honestly, it’s 
the best thing ever because it’s a 
healthy option, and I’m not forced 
to spend a dollar on chips or can-
dy or $2 on a donut,” said Junior 
Renelle Malone. Donovan Zedd 
added, “I enjoy having the option 
to eat fruit in class.” Khalil Johnson 
said, “I mess with them. I eat them 
in class.” 

The fresh fruit delivery is a great 
start, but Skyline can adopt even 
more solutions to a healthier diet 
for the students here. There could 
be more food venues on campus in 
different locations, where kids can 
get a wider variety of food. Grab 
and go’s with sandwiches, cereal, 
and bagels would be better than 
students resorting to the same Hot 
Cheetos for breakfast every day. 

The recent fresh fruit option 
has definitely been a popular start 
amongst students and staff alike, 
but Skyline can, and should, go 
even further.

 

“One in six Skyline 
students are ‘food 

insecure’, or hungry, 
on campus. So, this is 
a way everyone can 
access good food.”

— Ms. Sierra,  talking about 
the new fresh fruit deliveries 

from the Health Center

Lunchtime garbage at Skyline.

District slashes 
spending because 
of predicted cash 
shortage next year
By Rosa Floriano 

 
No one anticipated the budget 

cuts of the 2016-2017 school year 
to have as big of an impact as it has. 
Various programs, staff members, 
and support systems that were pre-
viously huge for this campus and 
the students who used them, have 
now been cut without any idea of 
what next year’s direction will be. 

According to an OUSD email, 
the school district must save ap-
proximately $10 million by the end 
of the 2016-17 fiscal year in or-
der to protect a balanced budget. 
There is a current spending freeze 
and restriction on hiring, overtime 
pay, purchase orders, field trip 
funding, and extended contracts 
for “non-essential” positions. 

The factors leading to this need 
for major budget cuts, according to 
OUSD, are increased costs for nu-
trition services and other programs 
serving high-need students, lower 
than expected student enrollment, 
and overflow of paid staff.

As a result of these budget cuts 
have come pink slips and layoffs. 
This means that some staff mem-
bers have received notices in their 
pay envelopes notifying them of 
their termination of employment 

Budget Cuts Lead to Pink Slips, 
Student Store Is Discontinued

or layoff. 
 Everyone’s situation has varied, 

but an example of a very valued 
staff member who was impacted 
by the budget cuts was Ms. Bridget 
Rivezzo, who has been running the 
new and improved Skyline website 
and newsletter updates for par-
ents. What happened in her case 
was that her contract needed to be 
amended and extended earlier this 
year. But just when it was agreed 
that her contract could go forward 
at district level, the budget freezes 
took place. This affected her great-
ly, because her contract was de-
funded. Ms. Bridget stated, “This 
is when I was told to stop working 
immediately and was told no one 
was sure that I was going to get 
paid for two months of work that 
I completed.” 

Although Ms. Bridget’s work 
was eventually restored, it is hard 
not to be apprehensive about the 
future. “The case was made that 
because I’m the primary person 
on campus that provides commu-

nication to families via the school 
website and social media, my role 
is crucial to flow of information 
from the school to home,” said Ms. 
Bridget. 

Another huge part of our school 
that students, club members, and 
advisors rely on that was affected 
by these budget cuts was the Stu-
dent Store run by Ms. Loo, which 
was closed for quite some time as 
she was also unsure of her employ-
ment status due to the cuts. 

The Student Store has be-
come very valuable to our school 
for a variety of reasons — snacks, 
drinks, Titan gear, and tickets for 
special events, such as Homecom-
ing and Prom. Without the Student 
Store, it was much more difficult 
for students to have access to said 
things, or for clubs to get access to 
their funds. 

Proof of this difficulty came 
when students were not able to 
buy prom tickets there, and in-
stead had to purchase them online. 
Many students could not secure 
tickets until the last minute for this 
reason.  

In the words of Ms. Bridget 
Rivezzo, “There are so many cru-
cial and important positions on 
campus that allow the school to 
function for all students, so when 
districts fall on hard times and they 
begin pulling money away from 
the school site, everyone suffers 
— students, teachers, parents, ad-
ministrators, and staff at all levels.”

At this point, who knows what 
will be cut next? 

More 
Skyline 

Tea
By Sean Saechao and Destiny Williams

 “I saw a boy lurking 
in the girls’ bathroom 

yesterday.”
—  Overheard in Sophomore 

Square

“Once summer break 
hits we outta here. 

Not gonna miss this 
place one bit.”

—  Overheard in the 60 Building

“Summertime 
coming up gotta get 

these braids in.” 
— Overheard in the cafeteria

“Im finally about 
to be legal.” 

— Overheard in the parking lot 

“Prom got me 
stressing.”

— Overheard in the Student Store 
 

“There are so many 
crucial and important 
positions on campus 

that allow the 
school to function 

for all students.” 

— Ms. Rivezzo
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AC TRANSIT: Student Voice Heard

PHOTOS BY NOAH MITCHELL

Armed Forces. 
Sam says it was one of the 

most difficult decisions in her 
life for her to make because she 
loves her country and appreci-
ates the financial support, but 
in the end, she decided to make 
the harder decision by acting on 
her morals and her heart. She 
said, “I always try to do what’s 
right, and I knew following 
Trump wasn’t right. I love my 
country. I’m a baseball fan, I 
love apple pie, I’ve cried during 
the national anthem, but seeing 
everything that happened over 
the last year and then to cap it 
off with the election… it was 
just too much. I couldn’t sup-
port a military run under him.” 

For her, signing her name on 
the dotted line and agreeing to 
work under Trump went against 
everything that she believed in. 
She says that Trump is turning 
the whole country into a joke 
and she wants no part in it.

The night before she was 
supposed to sign the contract, 
she couldn’t fall asleep. She says 
that she stayed up all night ar-
guing back and forth with her-
self whether or not she should 
go through with the offer. The 
next day when she finally got 
to the recruiters’ office, she says 
that she spent hours walking 
back and forth in there because 
she kept trying to change her 
mind. In the end, she turned 
down the offer.

Sam says that she has now 
grown confident in her decision 
and that her friends and fam-

ily have been very supportive of 
her choice. Her friends under-
stand why she declined the offer 
and her parents are proud of her 
for making such a huge decision 
by herself. 

 Her friend Nathan Townsend 
says “I support her no mat-
ter what, though this is pretty 
shocking to me. Turning down 
$30,000 isn’t something most 
people would do. I know she’s 
smart enough to get anywhere 
she wants. I have high hopes for 
her.”

JROTC instructor Sergeant 
Williams says, “Sam is top-
notch to a fault. Probably one of 
the best cadets we’ve ever had. 
Never moody; very consistent. 
She’s led in competitions, she’s 
dependable, she’s friendly, and 
she keeps the balance between 
the instructors and the kids… I 
wish her the best.”

When asked about her opin-
ion of Trump, Sam says that he 
was the wrong choice for pres-
ident. She says that based on 
Trump’s first hundred days in 
office, he is a disgrace to the na-
tion, and she can’t wait for his-
tory to forget about him.

Now, Sam’s new goal is to 
go to school and get into poli-
tics. She says that seeing Trump 
alienate and marginalize entire 
groups of people made her want 
to make a difference through 
unity and empowerment. Even-
tually, she wants to come back 
and become the Mayor of Oak-
land. When asked what her rea-
soning for switching goals was, 
she said, “I don’t want my coun-
try to be backed in this corner 
that’s it’s been in for the past 
year; I want to help change it.”

Being raised in the Oakland 
hills, she says that she feels for-
tunate compared to many of her 
peers. Comparing what she has 
in relation to what many oth-
er people in the country don’t 
have, she just wants to give back 
to her nation and make it a bet-
ter place.

SAM: JROTC Grad 
Follows Her Heart

Principal says it 
wil be introduced 
for 2018-19
By Rosa Floriano & Noah Mitchell

 
Earlier this school year, it was 

confirmed by administration that 
for the 2017-2018 school year Sky-
line would have a block schedule. 
There was a mixed reaction from 
students and staff about this de-
cision, and due to that and the 
fact that the administration did 
not want to rush into such a big 
change, it has now been decided 
that the block schedule decision 
for next school year has official-
ly been revoked: Skyline will not 
have a block schedule next year.

However, Co-Principal Ms. 
Bloom made it clear that, “There 
will definitely be a block schedule 
in the 2018-2019 school year.”

It did not go unnoticed that a 
large portion of the school popu-
lation was against having a block 
schedule. Bloom explains the rea-
soning behind the change as be-
ing, “primarily input from teachers 
who felt that the rollout would be 
too rushed, and that there’s a lot of 
work to change lesson plans from 
a fifty-one minute class to a ninety 
minute class.”

This change was also deeply in-
fluenced by giving equal opportu-
nity to all of Skyline’s pathways, 
according to Co-Principal  Dr. Blye.

“One reason why we did this is 
because of performing arts. Teach-
ers need to be able to see their kids 
every day. If we are gonna be true 
to the notions of all pathways, we 
need to line that up with a 4-period 
day so that students will be able to 
do project-based learning activities 
and have more time for labs or ac-
tivities,” he said. “Those are some 
things we need to figure out how 
to support both teachers and stu-
dents in this transition.” 

However, not everyone is so 
excited that Skyline is keeping a 
7-period day. 

“All my classes were conformed 
to the 8-period [schedule], but 
now that they changed it on me —
it’s all so confusing with the back 
and forth. And now I can’t take any 
of the classes I wanted to take orig-
inally, and I have to drop one,” said 
freshman Carlita Landrum.

This confusion exists among 
many students because now, as a 
result of the change, the master 
scheduling will need to be altered. 

When it was originally decided 
that there would be a block sched-
ule, students signed up for eight 
classes. 

So now that the decision has 
been revoked, students have to 

with Montera Middle School and 
Community Day School) depend 
on AC Transit busses to get to and 
from school. 

Amia Brizendine, sophomore, 
noted, “To come up here is a mis-
sion. If you miss that bus, you’re 
not coming to school. Kids who live 
all the way on Seminary miss the 
bus, they have to catch another bus 
to the 39, it’s too much.”

This conflict was initiated by 
OUSD, when the district took 
it upon themselves to sever its 
20-year-old contract with AC Tran-

sit to cut costs and stay within bud-
get. This contract was first imple-
mented in 1997 and guaranteed 
AC Transit $2.5 million annually 
from OUSD. Over the course of the 
past 20 years, OUSD has paid AC 
Transit a total of $50 million. 

However, recently, OUSD has 
found themselves in a $37 million 
deficit. In a fight to get out of this 
deficit, OUSD has taken a plethora 
of measures to save money in any 
way they can, including dissolving 
this contract with AC Transit. For 
years, AC Transit has provided free 
bus services for schools in Alame-
da, Contra Costa, Hayward, New-
ark and Fremont--but not OUSD. 
In response to this, OUSD spokes-
man John Sasaki said, “We were 
the only district that paid for sup-
plemental service, so to us this is 
about equity and fairness for the 
district.”

$750,000 of this $2.5 million 
a year is allocated to subsidizing 
bus passes for low-income and spe-
cial education students. However, 
the majority of students at Sky-
line, Montera and Community Day 
School never receive these sub-
sidized bus passes. Students find 
this factor quite questionable, con-
sidering the fact that the majority 
of students who rely on AC Transit 
buses to get to and from school at-
tend Skyline, Montera and Com-
munity Day School.

10th grader, Taiyari White said, 
“Well, I think that [students who 
attend] schools that are further in 
the hills, that have to have buses go 
there, should have first priority for 
getting free bus passes. We need it 
the most. Without our buses, there 
would be no way for us to get to 
school. Schools like Fremont and 
Tech have main bus lines that go to 
their schools.”

 Mr. Embretson added, “Ap-
parently, students at Skyline don’t 
receive these bus passes because 
they decided to come to school 
here, and the kids who live in this 
neighborhood don’t qualify for 
these subsidized bus passes. Yet 
Skyline students come from neigh-

borhoods near Fremont, Castle-
mont and McClymonds, where 
those kids do qualify for free bus 
passes.” 

According to report number 17-
121 issued by Michael A. Hursh, 
General Manager of AC Transit, the 
elimination of all 21 morning bus 
trips and 31 afternoon bus trips to 
Skyline, Montera and Community 
Day School would save $2,721,759 
annually. AC Transit claims OUSD 
owes the transportation company 
$675 thousand in back payments.

 Skyline students decided to 
take matters into their own hands, 
with the help of 10th grade Eng-
lish teacher, Mr. Embretson. Mr. 
Embretson’s 10th grade students 
wrote countless letters to the AC 
Transit board and collected as 
many as 1100 signatures from Sky-
line students for a petition to en-
courage AC Transit Board mem-
bers to vote no on Resolution 
17-021. AC Transit board member, 
Elsa Ortiz visited Mr. Embretson’s 
class in May. Students shared their 
feelings as student letters and the 
petition were personally handed 
over to Ms. Ortiz to share with the 
rest of her colleagues.

At the AC Transit board meet-
ing on May 10, 2017 at City Hall, 
adults and teens voiced their opin-

CONTINUED FROM AC TRANSIT, ON PAGE 1

ions, doing their best to convince 
AC Transit board members to vote 
no on Resolution 17-021.

Mr. Embretson revealed, “No 
one is more at fault than the other, 
I understand both sides of it… Yes, 
we’re notching a victory as a class 
because we saved our buses for an-
other year, but the fight isn’t over. 
A year is not good enough for the 
students.”

These efforts have not been uti-
lized [yet] to make a final decision, 
simply because the decision has 
been postponed to next year. Bus-
ing at Skyline will remain the same 
as of now for next year, but there 
is no telling what years afterward 
will be like for schools in the Oak-
land hills. It is anticipated that stu-
dents will continue their fight for 
supplementary bus services pro-
vided by AC Transit.
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“Sam is topnotch 
to a fault. [O]ne 

of the best cadets 
we’ve ever had.”

— JROTC Sgt. Williams

drop one class, and many are upset 
about not being clear on how to go 
about doing so.

Dr. Blye defended the new de-
cision, saying, “Teachers and staff 
members felt that we needed more 
time to really think about how we 
can support everyone. We needed 
to think about how we could roll 
it out to the students and get their 
voice involved too.” 

Many teachers have applauded 
the decision to wait. 

Ms. Merovich, a teacher who 
is in favor of block schedule but 
is happy for the delay, says that, 
“It was a smart decision because 
they’re making sure it’s not a sur-
prise for students and teachers. I 
appreciate that they’re giving us 
another year to plan it out really 
well.”

Skyline administration has re-
cently started trying to include 
student voice when it comes to de-
cision-making, with a Town Hall 
Meeting initiative started by Lead-
ership student Cynthia Barquero. 

“We have a committee of kids 
who meet monthly to talk about 
this subject, because we want stu-
dent voices to be important at the 
peak of the process,” said Dr. Blye. 
“The work Cynthia’s doing with 
the Town Hall could be a platform 
to inform students, staff, and com-
munity and get them into the con-
versation.”

 

Students, teachers and ad-
ministrators met to discuss the 
bus issue (above). Posters and 
artwork were also prepared to 
spread awareness.

Block Schedule Delayed
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2016-17
Recap 

By Kareem Muhammad

Poly Day
“The Poly Club makes everyone 
feel like family — they welcome 

everybody and anybody. 
— Nijia Sanders 

Homecoming
“I can’t believe we won...” 

— Destiny Williams

Winter Ball
“It was a good dance to kick off the year 

after Spirit Week and it was different 
to see everyone so dressed up.” 

— Chad Lee

TitanPalooza 
“Oh my goodness. It was fun. Everybody 

looked cute for our last one. Aye!” 
— Kyndal Hampton 

Trump Inauguration
“It was so weird to see school completely 

empty on the day of the Inauguration. 
Most kids went downtown and participated 

in the marches. It was a statement that 
we do not support this president, and it 
was a follow-up to the protests that BSU 

led on the field during the election.” 
— Carlos Flores

Cuba Spring Break Trip
“It was wild. Unforgettable. I feel lucky 
that I was able to go experience a new 

culture and such a unique country.” 
— Teddy Mates- Muchin

Chess Tournament 
“It was a coalescing of ideas, egos, 

competition, and destiny. A Junior rose 
to slay the upperclassmen, capping off a 

week of lifted intellect. All prospered.” 
—  Mr. Bloomfield

Prom
“Definitely overrated. 2018 will be better!” 

— Renelle Malone
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Every 15 Minutes
“It was so intense, informative, and 

it made me rethink my actions. 
It was crazy to think about those 

people not being with us anymore. 
I know the Leadership students put 

a lot of work into that event.” 
— Mahaugoni Sellman

“Hamilton” Play
“It was so amazing. The actors 
were really invested in the play 

and they literally brought history 
back to life. HAM FAM for life!” 

— Okiki Abodunrin

Senior Sunrise
“It was nice to all be together as 

a class—  it was a good way to 
start off the year bonded.”

— Laryn Johnson 

Urban Debate National 
Championship

“As a former debater, I know what it 
takes to get as far as [Malachi Ambrose 

and Christine Harris] did, and it is 
impressive. Not many people coming 

out of Oakland have accomplished 
what they did. Actually no one out of 
Oakland has, until they came along.” 

— Armani Caston

Decision Day
“It was bapping cus the music and the 
food and the ice cream and the games 

and the photos. It was cool to see where 
everyone is going in life. I’m proud of us.” 

— De’Aire Sample

Challenge Day
“It was very emotional. And eye-
opening. I realized that I’m not 

alone — a lot of the situations I’ve 
been through, others have too.” 

— Taesha Britton

Grad Nite 
“Grad Nite was LIT. Turnt up.” 

— Tariq Mohamed

Graduation
“I’ve been looking forward to this 

moment since last week!” 
— Sean Saechao 

 

5 | Features
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Prom King & Queen

Ariel Thiphakhinkeo 
& Adrian Johnson 

Favorite part of prom?

“The location is very 
nice and local, and I 

feel like I’m actually in 
Italy.” — Destiny Chao

“The elevators are really 
cool.” — Sean Saechao 

“Dancing with my baby.” 
— Mahaugoni Sellman 

“Prom is great. I have a 
bomb date we need to dance 

more before the night is 
over.” — Sarah Colbert

“Everyone just getting 
together and having 

fun.” — Alvin Dam

Do you think what you paid 
was worth the event?

“I mean I only paid $90, so 
yea.” — Dymon Turner 

“No, it doesn’t feel like a night 
in Italy.” — Daisy Gonzalez

“Yeah, it’s fun.” — Guest 
of Anayah Hill 

“No, its hella dry.” — Guest 
of Kameron Britt 

“No, because the DJ was 
wack and they didn’t 

close down for food. We 
didn’t know when to go 

downstairs.” — Michael Yien 

6 | Senior Section
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What do you think 
could’ve been improved?

“Foreal foreal better food, 
bruh.” — Hakeem Doe Parker 

“It took too long to get 
inside.” — Talia Nouvixay

“There could’ve been a better 
view and better place to take 

pics.” — Tiffany Tachiquin

“It was hot on the dance 
floor, they could’ve 

had air conditioning.” 
— Cymya Stewart  

What was the hardest part 
about preparing for tonight?

“It took too long for me 
to get in the car with my 

dress on. I was struggling.” 
—  Sarah Colbert

“Stunting on these girls.” 
—  Chloe Harris

“Perfecting the fit of 
my dress, and hair and 

makeup.”—  Okiki Abodunrin

“Getting my suit was a 
pain.” — Tanim Woodruff

“Debating if I wanted to get 
my dress online or in the 

store.” — Topanga Vidana

What will you remember 
most from tonight?

“That they didn’t have any 
food.” — Reyna Reyes

“I really liked how it 
looked. It looked rich.” 

— Topanga Vidana 

 

 

 

Skyline 
Prom 
2017

“A 
Night 

in 
Italy” 

By  Renelle Malone 
&  Destiny Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Skyline

Monu Tupouata & 
Destiny Chao

7 | Senior Section
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Prom 
2017
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Prom 
2017

“A 
Night 

in 
Italy”
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Skyline Prom 2017
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“A Night 
in Italy”
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Freshman 
to Senior 
‘Glo Ups’

By Teasha Britton

Talia Noxivauy 
& Ariel 

Thiphakhinkeo 
(right)

By Cesa Lee Dibble

Tales of Joy
“I remember when all 

the bomb threats were 
made freshman year. 
One of them was on 

February 25, my birthday, 
so I had the rest of the 
day off. It was the best 

birthday present anyone 
could ever give me.”

“The first time I ever 
used the school’s 

restrooms freshman 
year I was offered weed. 

12  Senior Section

De’Arie Sample

Francisco 
Villapando

Pearse Broadbent 
(above)

Shihda Abdallah

Didn’t take it though, but 
I found it hilarious.”

“We kicked a tree in every 
day in P.E. till it finally 
fell over near the end 

of freshman year.”

“When we came back to 
school after a break, and 
all the steps had a bright 

yellow line outlining 
them so we didn’t trip or 

fall. It was awesome.”

“When I discovered my 
passion for performance 

during the school play 
Funny Face. I didn’t 

have a huge part, but it 
made a huge impact.”

“One time I had the bright 
idea to bring my giant teddy 
bear with me to school and 
give out free hugs. I ended 
up getting a hug from my 

crush… it was great.”

“Me and my friends were 
waiting down the hill to 

get picked up, and one of 
the security guards went 
flying up the hill and out 

of nowhere he screamed ‘I 
FORGOT MY CHICKEN!’”

 “This one time during lunch 
we found a scorpion around 
the sophomore square. One 

of the girls said she was 
taking it home but I don’t 

know what she did with it.”

Tales of Horror
“We had that month 
of fake bomb threats 

my freshman year and 
our classes kept getting 

interrupted. It was awful and 
crowded and I hated it.” 

 “Me and my ex got 
into it one time and 

we got really pissed at 
each other. He took my 
school ID and cut it in 

half with some scissors.”

 “Freshman year Mr. 
Galli left our math class 

to teach piano and 
choir. We had a terrible 

sub who ruined our 
grades. Luckily we had a 
classmate who knew it 

well enough to teach us.”

Best & Worst Senior Memories: ‘I Remember When...’
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In 10 
Years I 
Will … 
By Mo’Ney Williams

 

Senior 
Advice
By Cathya Mendoza and Natalie Washington

 

“Stay out of drama 
and watch how far 

it will take you.” 
— Cameron Broudes

 

“Do not let your 
grades drop too much! 

But let me tell you 
something . . . it is okay 

to cry if they do.” 
— Jedidiah Burton

 

“If you are debating 
on something, just 
do it. Just get out 

there and do it — it 
might be great!” 

— Sofia Ortiz
 

“Work hard, play 
hard! School is 

important, but don’t 
forget to have fun!” 

— Robin Smith
 

“Do everything, and 
go to class. That is 

all I have to say.” 
— Giovanni Garnica

 

“It is okay to cry when 
you are struggling. 
Everyone does it.” 

— Ashley Saechao
 

“Keep grinding and 
don’t sweat the small 

stuff. Sometimes it 
seems like you are not 
going to make it, but 
you just have to keep 
trying and eventually 
things will work out.” 

— Benjamin Garcia
 

What Song Describes Your 
High School Experience?

By Renelle Malone 

 

“Hot n Cold” — Katy Perry (Kyndal Hampton)

“See You Again” — Wiz Khalifa (Taesha Britton)

“IDFWU” — Big Sean (Christine Harris)

“Blessings” — Chance the Rapper (Iyana Wade)

“We Belong Together” — Mariah 
Carey (Parnell Walker)

“Wrecking Ball” — Miley Cyrus (Sean Saechao)

“Bridge Over Troubled Waters” — Simon 
and Garfunkel (Cesa Lee Dibble) 

“I Knew You Were Trouble”— Taylor 
Swift (Donovan Zedd)

13 | Senior Section

“Everything that you 
do now determines 
your life as a senior.” 

— Chloe Harris
 

“Don’t run up on 
people, run up 
on your goals.” 

— Daisy Gonzalez
 

“Don't just wait till 
the end. Start to think 

about your future now. 
Senior year is too late 

and too hard to try and 
figure everything out.” 

— Peterson Le
 

“Don't worry about 
being popular. That 

sh*t don't matter in the 
future. And keep things 

off social media!” 
— Jasmin Vasquez

 

“Honestly just focus 
on you. Don't get 

into drama because 
at the end of the day 

it does not matter. 
After senior year you 

don't even have to 
deal with that person. 

Just focus on being 
the truest version of 

yourself without caring 
what people say.”

— Brandon Rodriguez
 

“Be yourself.” 
— Sarah Colbert

 

“Go to class. And 
don’t procrastinate.” 

— Kiara Sheppard
 

“No fighting.” 
— Samuel Anderson

 

“Live high school 
to the fullest, be 
bold, no regrets.” 

— Armani Traylor

“Have 

my own 

business and 

everybody 

going to be 

askin’ me 

for a job.” 

— Russan Crockett 

“In 10 years I 
will have both 
my Masters 

and Bachelors degrees. Also I will be modeling all over the 
world! I will 

most likely start a family and 
then have my own business.” 

—Sarah Colbert

“I will be a Business Woman finishing my MBA to start my career.”
 — Kelly Do

 

“I’ll still be suffering 

through medical 

school!” 

— Kapuana Kalaniuvalu

“I will be finished 
with graduate 
school where I 
will become an 
Environmental 
Engineer. I will 
have two kids 

and an amazing 
husband.” 

— Destiny Chao

 

“I’ll be a successful Physical Therapist with my own practice.”
— Daijonne Cosby  

 “A bird flew into Ms. Samimi’s 
class one day and it got 

scared cus everyone was 
screaming, so it smacked 
into the window and died. 
Everyone got so sad. We 

had a funeral for it.”  

“When they started the 
tardy sweeps sophomore 
year and messed up my 
ways of getting to class.”

“One time I was caught 
in a tardy sweep with 

my boyfriend. I was so 
embarrassed because 

we were skipping to 
go make out.” 

“My friends were teasing 
me saying I couldn’t get a 
girl’s number. So I walked 
up to this girl and was like 

‘gimme the digits’. She 
dumped her lunch on me 

in front of my friends.”

 Good luck out there 
everybody!
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In memoriam: 
Students who 
passed this year
By Destiny Williams

 

The Skyline campus has been 
devastated by loss and grief, 
with 4 student deaths in 

the past calendar year. The trag-
edies of these fallen Titans have 
negatively impacted students and 
teachers both, and are something 
that our campus never gets used 
to—no matter how many times it 
has happened. 

From most to least recent, we 
would like to pay our respects to 
our fallen Titans. Skyline students 
DaQuan Blackwell, Keith Law-
rence, and Joaquin Byrd passed 
away this school year, and Jamari 
Wilson passed a year ago this time. 
These students will never be for-
gotten, as they live on through the 
memories and loved ones they left 
behind on this campus. 

 
DaQuan Blackwell, 
Sophomore, 15

 On April 4, 2017, Sophomore 
DaQuan Blackwell was involved in 
a car accident after a high-speed 
chase in Stockton in which he was 
in the passenger seat. Blackwell 
was killed after the Ford Focus 
they were riding in collided with a 
cyclist and three vehicles at Ham-
mer Lane and Alexandria Place at 
about 11 a.m.

“He was funny, and he was 
helpful. A lot of people didn’t know 
this but he was smart—he used to 
help me with my work. We had 7th 
Period together. He made my day 
when I was down.” 

— Xoria Mahasin

“He was a goofball. I don’t 
think he’s ever been serious. Even 
if you were arguing with him, he 
somehow made you laugh. It was 
us three, always together. We had 
each other’s backs. It really hits me 
in the morning, when I don’t see 
a text from him. I wish we never 
even had Spring Break, because 
this would have never happened. 
He would still be here. I’m scared 
for summertime.” 

— Amari and Savannah Battle 

Remember the Titans

DaQuan Blackwell was only 
15 when he was killed in a car 
crash in Stockton. Friends said 
he was smart and funny.

Jamari Wilson left a deep impression on many 
friends and teachers at Skyline. 

Keith Lawrence,
Junior, 17 

Keith Lawrence was found 
dead in a parked car with a gun-
shot wound in his head on March 
29, 2017. Little is known about the 
tragedy. The motive for the shoot-
ing has not been determined and 
no arrests have been made. 

 
“He always kept a smile on his 

face, he was humble, and to him-
self. He wasn’t really a people 
person. It’s so weird because we 
don’t see him everyday anymore. 
It makes me feel lost. I don’t know 
how to grieve.” 

— Ajaya Jenkins
 
“All the years I’ve known Keith 

he was open-minded and helped 
me with any problem I had. He 
would give me the honest truth 
no matter if I was right or wrong. 
We would always talk about things 
during lunch and I used to catch 
rides with him. Now since he gone 
I don’t have somebody I can lean 
on or listen to me ramble about my 
problems. Now I don’t know what 
to do. It still feels unreal I miss him 
so much. Nothing is the same... 
Now I’m crying in class.” 

— Naja Johnson
 

Keith Lawrence. “All the years 
I’ve known Keith he was 
open-minded and helped 
me with any problem I had,” 
remembered Naja Johnson. 

Joaquin Byrd was within a few months of 
graduation when he was fatally shot. “He 
was always trying to help somebody, always 
looking out,” said Andre Alexander.

Joaquin Byrd,
Senior, 17 

Senior Joaquin Byrd was en-
joying his last year being a Titan, 
when unfortunately his senior year 
was cut short. While out late night 
getting food with a cousin, Byrd 
stumbled into a life-ending alter-
cation. What started out as a fight 

ended up in gunshots. 

 “Joaquin was just such an op-
timistic person. He was always 
trying to help somebody, always 
looking out, always had some cra-
zy story to tell everyone to lighten 
the mood, always making people 
laugh, always offered people rides. 
He was selfless, to say the least, 
and he helped others before even 
helping himself.” 

— Andre Alexander
 
“Joaquin was a King that was 

trying his best to re-set and re-di-
rect his life. He wanted to get in-
volved. He had all these great 
ideas. I was really looking forward 
to getting to know him better...I 
wish I could have had that chance. 
He possessed a warrior spirit and 
given time, would’ve been special. 
I will keep his spirit alive in my 
heart and in my class.” 

— Mr. Muhammad and Mr. Frey 
 

Jamari Wilson
Sophomore, 15

Sophomore Jamari Wilson left 
a huge mark on Skyline’s campus 
when he and his close friend Jo-
siah Pratt drowned after jumping 
out of a boat at a Stanislaus County 
lake Memorial Day Weekend of last 
year. 

Students around campus con-
tinue to grieve and remember the 
active and loved student, who was 
in Leadership and a key member of 
the Football team. 

 
“Even though it’s been a year 

since Jamari has passed, the pain 
hasn’t gone away. I still think about 
him every day. I miss him so much 
and it sucks that I can’t hear his 
voice or hug him anymore. I have 
never gotten over his death and the 
sadness is all still there. It has been 
something that really changed me 
as a person. Ever since, I’ve just 
been viewing life differently.” 

— Kameron Britt
 
“This was a young man who did 

more than just sit in my classroom. 
Jamari changed and touched my 
life as a mom, on a very personal 
level. He was someone who could 
light up a room based off his per-
sonality alone, and he’s a kid that 
we all still think about all the time, 
every day.” 

— Ms. Rahmaan and 
Mr. Anderson

Up to last year 
My parents upturned their 
nose to my music so I hid 
it
 
Speaking of hiding... 
Notice my accent? 
You can barely hear it 
when I have to push my 
voice back like a turtle 
being touched 
My accent is gone and I 
know why--I was tired of 
being different 
 
Couldn’t tell my parents 
because they are full of 
pride 
Their little girl was 
ashamed of herself 
But every now and then 
When I can hear it 
scratching at the back of 
my throat, I swallow
 

The school system has 
caused me to forget my 
language
It is flowing out of my 
veins like water from a 
drippy faucet
But God knows that if I 
should ever let go of my 
language 
Then heavens above 
strike me down
 
This is my voice 
As loud as the thunder 
roars 
This is my culture 
As ground shaking as an 
earthquake
This is who I am 
Those who don’t see it can 
quiver in fear
 
I am reclaiming my voice
On gba ohun mi pada
I am reclaiming my voice

“Home”
By Okiki Abodunrin

We’re moving they said 
We’re moving you say? 
To where? Where is 
better than here? 

I’m hiding inside
My arm is a violin that 
plays sweet iron music 
A smile for the crowd 
A pastor’s daughter
A Nigerian princess. 

Traditions, traditions. 
Don’t talk to me about 
traditions 
When it is pouring rain 
and I have to wear a 
skirt? 
Just to go to church?

Different is weird 
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Admin try to be strict 
on every class 
But they don’t care ...  
just tryna chase they 
cash 
And nobody ever be in 
class.

Security guards think 
they with it 
Mobbing around in 
they little buckets 
But don’t get it. 

Skyline on top the hill 
With all the big bills 
But stay lookin hella ew 
Full of people who 
dress up to kill. 

Now ... when you come 
to school you think 
classy?

College: 
Not All 
Fun and 
Games
Are You Prepared 
for the Challenge?
By Tanim Woodruff

It’s almost that time of the year 
where seniors are anxiously 
waiting for their biggest mo-

ment of their high school career: 
Graduation! Seniors wait through 
12 years of school to say they have 
graduated and never have to at-
tend another day of class again.

 But while some are leaving 
school and going straight for the 
work force, some are going to-
wards the next step in their educa-
tion: college. College is one of the 
most challenging points in any-
one's education, but are students 
going into college prepared for 
what they are about to enter?

One of the first major challeng-
es that many students tend to face 
after getting accepted is classes. 
Yes, there are some classes that are 
mandatory, but past that point, the 
rest is up to you. If you know what 
major you want, you could go to 
classes around it, but some colleg-
es need you to take certain classes 
to receive your major. 

You could ask an academic ad-
visor at the college, but oftentimes 
they tend to be students working 
it as a college job and the normal 
ones could be helping up to 2500 
other students. 

This is where high schools, like 
Skyline, could help. Having more 
college advisors coming to class-
es and talking one on one with 
students to build a plan would be 
more effective than guessing once 
you get to college.

Another major challenge is stu-
dent loans, and the wave of never-
ending debt coming their way. The 
average college student will gain 
up to $37,000 of debt during their 
college career. Some go as high as 
$50,000 if they don’t have the help 
of scholarships. 

Now, high schools do a de-
cent job of helping seniors with 
their scholarship applications, but 

scholarships usually don’t cover 
most the charges of college. If a 
student comes from a low-income 
family, it can be very hard to con-
tinue their college career. High 
schools could provide mandatory 
meetings to help students navigate 
these confusing financial aid situa-
tions. 

New college students often 
come from homes where a parent 
makes at least three meals a week 
and where they don’t need to bud-
get their time constantly. College 
is a new world where students are 
not prepared for their new respon-
sibilities. 

A survey done by Stanford in 
2014 found that 40 percent of col-
lege students suffer from some sort 
of insomnia or sleep deprivation, 
which can have some harmful ef-
fects after college. They tended 
to develop these problems from 
having to stay up late studying, or 
from staring at computer screens 
for hours on end. The survey also 
found that 32 percent fell victim to 
malnutrition from lack of proper 
food intake. 

Many of these students have a 
hard time managing their money 
so that they have enough to last 
them. Some just lack the basic 
skills to cook good meals for their 
bodies. 

There are major challenges that 
are coming towards the college-
bound students of Skyline, and 
many may be caught off guard by 
them once in college. 

Therefore, every future college 
student should be taking the time 
now and speaking with a teacher 
or an adult who has gone through 
college, and asking for help about 
these challenges. It’s better to be 
prepared for these challenges than 
to be caught off-guard.

Summer 
Flings —
Go For It! 
By Sabrina Ramos

 

Summer “love.” A short-lived 
romance that lasts less than 
three months. Fun dates on 

the beach, bonfires, road trips, 
Great America, the State Fair, and 
so much more. 

We all have them, one way 
or another. You find yourself “in 
love”, but it all begins to fade away 
once the school year starts, and is 
completely over with by the time 
the orange leaves that were once 
on the trees have made their way 
down to the ground. If you’re lucky, 
it’ll last till Halloween. Honestly, it 
most likely won’t last, so don’t ex-
pect to get married to them. If you 
eventually do, good 

 There’s nothing wrong 
with summer flings, I’m not saying 
don’t get you a summer boo, just be 
careful. If you don’t catch feelings 
easily, maybe a summer fling is the 
perfect thing for you. Endless fun, 
hella attention and affection [from 
someone you actually want], no 
strings attached, and new adven-
tures and experiences all summer. 

It’s the perfect getaway from the 
reality we live in.

Your only worry would be con-
tracting an STI or getting preg-

nant. Stay safe and make smart 
decisions. Protecting yourself is 
loving yourself. It only takes one 
minute for the rest of your life to be 

“When 
You Come 
to School 
You Think 
Classy”
By Monu Tupuoata

When you come to 
school you think classy 
But look to the left it’s a 
little nasty. 
 
Boys and girls think 
they bossy 
But really they hella 
salty. 

Teachers come 
thinking they hella 
strict 
But be full of it. 

“Damaged 
Goods”
By Mahaugoni Sellman

I am the sloppy seconds 
That shit that sits in the 
back of the fridge and rots 
They said they loved me 
They said it would be 
different 
I am the stale chips in the 
cabinet 
 
The crash of my heart 
rocked a nation 
I begged and pleaded 
for God to tape me back 
together 
But it was as if my insides 

leaked out the cracks 
leaving me empty and 
easily broken 
Just like Humpty Dumpty 
could not put me back 
together again 
 
I was a empty canvas 
You painted a picture 
of beauty, put me on a 
throne, called me your 
queen 
You were the veneer over 
your own bullshit 
 
Others voiced their 
opinion 
Others voiced their 
concern 
 
I could feel the poison 
insert my veins as you 
caressed me more -
But I was tied 

Our hearts intertwined at 
the core 
It burned more and more 
each time you called me 
yours 
 
You loved me when you 
called me names 
bitch
whore
slut 
 
I thought you showed love 
with your hands 
The bruises that graced 
my face were my trophies
I woke up in the hospital 
so often I believed it was 
my home 
 
I am damaged goods 
I am the sloppy seconds 
that no one will be able to 
love the same 

A survey found that 
40 percent of college 

students suffer 
from some sort of 
insomnia or sleep 
deprivation [and]

also found that 32 
percent fell victim 

to malnutrition 
from lack of proper 

food intake. 
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Skyline Track & Field Take OAL Championship
Successful ‘Clash 
of the Titans’ sets 
tone for season

State Championships from riders 
all around California, finishing an 
impressive 6th overall. 

However, more than the com-
petition, the Skyline mountain bik-
ers have found a family within the 
team. 

“I ride for the love of the sport,” 
said Frank Cortes. “Mountain bik-
ing teaches you many valuable life 
skills and lessons. If you fall, you 
get up and keep riding. You may 
even break a bone… but you will 
always have the will to get back up 
and shred the trails.” 

Other riders enjoy a fun work-
out amongst nature. 

“I ride because I like the thrill of 
going down the hill as fast as I can. 
Plus, when I go back up I get a nice 
workout. It’s a good way to just get 
out and enjoy nature and compete 
with your buddies,” said rider Don-
ald Pollard. 

By Noah Mitchell
 

Current OAL champions, Sky-
line’s Track and Field team, 
are coming back strong to 

defend their title against the other 
schools in OAL. The team is com-
prised of Football players, Cross 
Country runners, and Basketball 
players, amongst others. 

On April 29th, Skyline hosted 
its second annual “Clash of the Ti-
tans” meet. There were a total of 
49 Personal records set as well as 
10 Seasons Bests. Some highlight 
performances were Bryce Harrison 
breaking 60 minutes in the 400 
meters, and Aminah Yeargin set-
ting a personal record by 1.61 sec-
onds in the 200 meters. 

 Miarra Franklin set a person-
al record by 5 seconds in the 400 
meters, and went wire to wire in 
the 800 meters for a 17 second 
personal record. Lyrik Lazard also 
bested her Shot Put by 2' 3". Ariella 
Katzman ran 9 seconds faster than 
her previous fastest 800 meters, 
and Noah Mitchell broke his previ-
ous meet record (while winning) 
the boys 300 meter hurdles. 

 Jordan Bess set a personal re-
cord in the 300 meter hurdles by 4 
seconds and 11" in the Long Jump, 

Clarisse Wikstrom won 1st in the 
girls 300 meter hurdles, and the 
girls 4x400 meters team ran their 
fastest time since 2014. That’s not 
even to mention their two success-
ful OAL dual meets at Castlemont 
High.

 Co-Captains Tavon Peace (Ju-
nior) and Clarisse Wikstrom (Se-
nior) believe the team is thriving 
this season, just like last season. 
"We think it's definitely an im-
provement from last year,” they 
said. “There are a lot of committed 
people, and as OAL champions last 
season everyone is striving to keep 
up that same level of excellence."

However, it’s not all about win-
ning — the team makes sure to cre-
ate lasting bonds as well. “Track 
and Field at Skyline is a great com-
munity, not just because of the 
people, but also because of what 
we all do together; we work as hard 
as we can together, sweat and cry 
together, cheer together, struggle 
and encourage together. It’s one 
of the bonds you can’t break,” said 
Freshmen Eleanor Wikstrom. 

Junior Tayvon Peace agreed 
with the positive vibes of the team. 
“It’s a real family when you’re on 
the track team. Everybody knows 
each other and has been around 
each other since day one, and has 
been around each other for the en-
tire second half of the year.” 

Sophomore Jaumaure Hanzy 
has learned lessons from track that 
have helped him in life in general. 
“I’ve gotten a lot faster and discov-

ered potential I didn’t know I had, 
while at the same time condition-
ing me for any sports I’d like to do 
in the future,” he said. “I’d recom-
mend track to anyone who’s condi-
tioning for a sport and likes to win, 
but work hard.”

“We hope that our team will 

continue to grow in the coming 
years,” said Coach Kohles. “A com-
mon misconception about Track 
and Field is that people think it’s 
only about running, but there’s 
truly something here for everyone. 
Those who work hard, and tend to 
come every day, are the ones who 

perform the best. Besides, what 
sports team doesn't involve run-
ning?” 

 With sections and finals coming 
up in later this month, we wish our 
Titans luck against their greatest 
rival, Oakland Tech, and for those 
who qualify to the State Meet. 

The Raiders 
leaving is a slap in 
the face of fans
By Kyndal Hampton

For the past couple of years, it 
has been a word around town 
that Raiders owner Mark Da-

vis has been trying to move the 
Raiders out of Oakland. However, 
true fans never paid attention to it 
because we never thought that it 
would actually go through. 

But on Monday March 27, 
2017, it was announced through 
all media outlets that the Oakland 
Raiders are officially set to move to 
Las Vegas after they had a league 
meeting with a 31-1 vote by the 
NFL. 

They are supposed to be done 
with the new stadium in Las Vegas 
by the next two seasons and will 
open a $1.9 BILLION stadium in 
the Nevada desert.

This is a slap in the face to the 
fans of Oakland because every-
body knows that the Raiders have 
the best fans in the league. The 
Raider Nation has always been 
nothing but loyal to the Raiders 
— faithfully going to every game, 
buying gear for years (even back 
when their record was 2-14), and 
even going as far as knocking the 
opposing team fans out. 

For Mark Davis to be so incon-
siderate to these LOYAL Oakland 
fans is just disrespectful.

At this point, Oakland has noth-
ing to show for it. Everything is be-
ing taken away from us. The War-
riors are moving to San Francisco, 
there’s talk that the Oakland A’s 

Oakland Betrayed
might be moving, and gentrifica-
tion is pushing all of the people in 
urban communities such as West 
Oakland, who have been here their 
whole lives, out, and replacing 
them with rich white people in our 
communities- — and it’s not okay. 
It has gotten to the point that there 
is a house in West Oakland on the 
market for $3 million, which is ap-
palling because all of the original 
people and original things Oak-
land is known for are being pushed 
to the side. I’m sick of it.

With this Raiders move, in ad-
dition to the Warriors move to San 
Francisco, the East Bay now feels 
that we have no team because they 
all just keep leaving. Oakland now 
has no sense of hope, or anything 
to show for it. 

They are taking everything 
Oakland is known for out of our 
beautiful, hyphy city. 

Marshawn Lynch, an Oakland 
native, just came out of retire-
ment and has signed a two year 
deal with the Raiders. However, 
this still doesn’t soften the blow 
because we all know that they are 
going to move in a couple of years 
anyway. 

Now, Oakland-born season tick-
et holders who have worked genu-
inely hard to get their hands on 
tickets for their favorite team have 
to either sell them, or make expen-
sive trips to Las Vegas every Sun-
day, and that is ridiculous. 

Oakland already gets screwed 
over in many ways, and now we’re 
losing a source of income and pride 
for our economy, too? 

If this form of gentrification 
continues to happen right under 
our noses, then Oakland will never 
be the same.

CONTINUED FROM DIET, ON PAGE 1

BIKE: Riders Earn Respect

(Right) A Titan rider gets ready 
in “the pit”. (Below) Noah 
Hayes gets silly to break up the 
strain of a 25-mile hill race.


